cwsletter

1y S cho ol

bO O\ N . i1 Prima’
Chaf\ton S c In fede"aﬁ(;\‘/}:v N‘“&l{gfs“\\\;‘ﬂ M L Tristha™

Pf'\“‘fgyseccmdaw Phase:

Head = 5 2010

gpring T¢

\WeLour v

Welcome to our Easter newsletter at the end of a really exciting term where so much has gone on. We
would like to use this opportunity to thank all parents who responded to our parental survey, which is
currently being analysed to enable the school to consider views supporting us in taking our school into the
future. In the prize draw Sophie Wood was pulled from the hat, she received the [Pod and parents are set to
enjoy a meal for 2 at The Fox at Chetwynd Aston.

The views of parents and students are really important to us as a school, with one such area being the work
of our School Council and Student Leadership team. Mr Arnold has been working hard with members of
the teaching team with groups of students to reshape the structure of the School Council and to look closely
at the House System in school. We look forward to the resulting developments.

Within the curriculum we have many exciting projects taking place with ‘Thematic Days’ being at the
centre of these developments. These days have enabled students to undertake extended project work over a
full day, working with members of teaching teams across a number of faculties. These days have been
extremely well received by students who have been involved.

Our ‘Across the Continents’ sports and geography project is another exciting project involving all Charlton
and Dothill children and staff — many thanks for family support with sponsorship.

Learning Community work has included a wide range of activities. Friendship Week involved children
from Year 11 in Charlton working with Year 6 children from our partner primary schools on the theme of
encouraging internet safety and promoting multicultural awareness.

Year 6 children from across our learning community have enjoyed a range of events to develop their
awareness of a variety of future careers, as well as experiencing activities at Keele University to develop
their enthusiasm for lifelong learning.

Within the newsletter there is a review of the school production, Les Misérables. It was a fantastic
production and truly captured the spirit of Charlton. The togetherness of all staff and students, supported
by many volunteers, resulted in a wonderful event; our thanks go out to all.

We are now looking forward to an exciting term ahead supporting all students in making further progress,
together with working with our new Year 7 children who will be arriving at Charlton in September.

Having been oversubscribed again this year for Year 7 places, we now know which students will be joining
us and planning is underway to support their induction into school.

We wish you all a restful break over the Easter period and look forward to future developments.

Mr Renshaw & Mr Tristham
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Performing Arts

es Misérables

What an amazing experience!! Blown away! Shocked! What talent!
Huge achievement!! How Proud!

These are just some of the comments that rang in our ears when we finished the play each night.
I know it’s just my opinion, but I think that Les Mis is one of the most inspired musicals ever
written. Most shows have one or sometimes two musical numbers, which send the audience home
humming, but with LM everyone is a winner.

One of the characteristics of this show is that it is through sung, which means that all the dialogue
is sung as opposed to spoken. This inevitably puts a lot more pressure on the lead singers, but my
goodness, didn’t they rise to the challenge!

Talking about rising.... It takes a show Like Les Mis to bring potential out of the cracks.
When we auditioned last October, We found our Valjean in Tom Blakemore, who worked his
socks off learning his part. He was the one who could sing all those impossibly high notes. Unbe-
known to him, as he sat alone in the quad, plugged into his ipod upon which the whole show had
been
downloaded, singing his heart out, he was observed, by Mr Tristham, Governors, visitors and
parents, as he apparently serenaded to an accompaniment, only available to his ears. They never
stopped him, thank goodness. Be ye warned all you students who use the quad, you can’t see in but
we can see out. (How is it that a teacher always seems to be able to show up just as you have
completed your latest act of lunacy, and when the coast seemed to be clear?)

Josh Cotterill, appeared at audition, and didn’t know the song....typical Cotty! Such is his talent, I
gave him the sheet music, played it through once, and second time through he sang it perfectly,
almost doing himself a permanent injury, trying to reach those high notes so effortlessly reached by
the aforementioned Mr Blakemore. Luckily for Josh, love stricken Marius, did not have to reach
such dizzy heights in the vocal register, and he was the obvious candidate for this role, particularly
as his amazing voice matches so well the beautifully pure voice of Becky Jones, who played the
part of the heroine Cosette.

| The Cast |




| Enjolras | | Little Cosette

Equally impressive, was the unloved Eponine, played by Year 9 student

Chloe Newnes, who adored Marius, the only time getting his serious attention, as the pair
sung the heart wrenching duet Little Fall of Rain as she lay dying in his arms, having been
shot in the street. That made me cry on both nights. Chloe has the ability to get to the heart
of the meaning in all her songs, and realise this through her amazing voice.

Hannah Allen was persuaded by Jenny Coventry to audition for the unhappy Fantine. This
is a role requiring great understanding and maturity, and Hannah gave us both. Again a
huge vocal range required for her songs, but [ am sure that those of you who were there

will agree that her impassioned performance of / Dreamed a Dream, will go
down as unforgettable.

And then we have our funnies! Even the most serious of shows is never without humour.
Two candidates at audition stood out for the roles of Monsieur and Madame Thenardiere.
Tom Chiverton and Jade De Monye, were the perfect pair in comedy, and their rendition of
Master of the House, brought the house down. They were such good fun, you could
imagine yourself in that pub having a good time, and they certainly made sure we heard all
the naughty bits. What a pair of rogues!

Gavroche, the little street urchin, holding court in the streets of St Michel, was a much-cov-

eted role, with great competition at audition. Isabel Bradley stood out head and shoulders

above others and she didn’t disappoint. She had her lines learnt weeks before everybody

else, and she really worked at developing her character. When she was shot and died on the

barricade, I heard a gasp of “Oh no!” from the audience. Such is her talent for drawing the
audience into her story.

The smaller but no less demanding role of the little girl Cosette, was sung by Year 7
student, Corren Macpherson. She bowled us over at audition with her beautiful voice,
strong and confident singing “Castle on a Cloud”. This is a student to be watched. If she
can sing like this aged 11, what do we have in store in years to come?

The emerging voice of Jack Chiverton, Year 9, was put to the test in a number of smaller
roles. First as his Worship the Bishop of Digne, followed very quickly by the lecherous
foreman from the factory, who by sacking Fantine, drove her to her downfall. We later see
him as a student. Well done Chiv Minor for letting us mess you around in so many roles.

And then the chorus. What a huge role they play in this show, and so many having to take

solo parts for this and that. Special mention must go to Becky Holliday, Bethany Craik, and
Amy Aston from Year 11; all who took support roles, and to Robert Rouse Year 8 student,

with another emerging voice. Watch this space when it comes to that one, he is going to be
quite something in years to come.




And now for our real find. No one knew that Aidan Turnbull could sing!! Not even me. His
musicianship has never been in doubt, but as he, alongside many others were tried out in
support roles in the early days of rehearsal, it became clear he had something special. Also
we had a bit of a problem. We had been unable to find a voice who could cope with the
demands of the Police Officer Javert, who spends his life hunting down our hero Valjean.
Aidan and I had words, Aidan had a sing one lunchtime, when no one else was looking and
ear wigging and we found Javert. You guys out there don’t even know what Aidan saved us
from..... We had staff in the shape of Mr Price trying to nick that part.

Aidan has found his voice, and what a voice it is too. He made me cry every time he sang
“Stars” and I wasn’t the only one, and his final soliloquy was something quite special.
His mum came to the dress rehearsal, and shared with me that she had never heard Aidan
sing, so this was a real gift for her as she watched him sing his heart out. Now he tells me
that he’s driving her round the bend because he won’t stop singing his and
everyone else’s songs at home.

But what of the other stars of the show? The stage crew, in the shape of Louis Ashley, James
Smith, Roxanne Roscoe, Shayna Caruana, Joe Harrop, Shane Mace and Mathew Gilham
(when he wasn’t playing chief student Enjolras and getting himself killed on the barricade
alongside all the others) were left in no doubt that Mr Beach was going to steal this one. He
paid pounds for a ticket to go and watch the touring show in Manchester just weeks before
ours went on the road, but at least he nicked some excellent ideas for special effects and
lighting. Technology played its role in the set and backdrops, without anyone getting cov-
ered in paint. Many thanks to Mr Beach for his creative ideas in the lighting department.

No less important were sound technician Mr Pritchard and backstage manager Mr Tanner,
ably assisted by Wilf’s mum Kate Hatton. It was Mr Tanner that got hold of all those guns,
but in case you didn’t know it was Mrs Johnson who produced the Knife, and she still hasn’t
got it back, Tom. Mr Tanner was also that voice responsible for the off stage Army Officer,
who gave orders to kill all those passionate students fighting for change.

Now, costume and make up doesn’t just happen, but Mrs Bridge, God bless her, opened her
mouth and offered to help, and got landed with organising all those amazing costumes, and
she’s never done it before. Mrs Bridge spent time in half term and on her days off working

hard to get all the costumes. She persuaded New College and the Belfrey Theatre to hand
over what they had, and then begged, borrowed and made the rest with the very able help of
Mrs Hunt, Mrs Tomlinson, Mrs Manville, and Mrs Jones from Science.

| Factory Scene | | ABC Cafe |




without Sandy Ottley professional make-up artist who offered her help each
night, ably assisted by Year 11 student Katie Wakeling and all those staff
who stood behind the stage door ensuring students didn’t miss cues. Miss Wall guardian
of the dressing rooms, had everything under control in the dressing rooms, and they did-
n’t even get a chance to see the show.

We could not have done this without parent power, We also couldn’t have done

And now I come to the Band. Most of the members were parents, friends of parents,
ex-parents, friends of staff who came to play and produced the icing on the cake. Secret
practises in the music room till late into the night brought about this amazing ensemble.
My thanks to all of them for the very special part they played but because they are Dads
I should mention by name, Mike Cotterill, Gary Hickey, and James Hoyle who joined us

in the band. Whoops I mustn’t forget Mr Johnson and Mrs Chambers who spent hours
practising the most fiendish piano parts in order to accompany all the rehearsals.

Rehearsal accompanists always seem to be taken for granted, no one thinks of them

slaving away on the old Joanna

Finally two very special people: Mrs Annie Smitheman who directed the stage, and Year
11 student Jenny Coventry, who galvanised the students into action as Assistant Direc-
tor. Would Les Miserables have got on the road if it hadn’t been for them? Jenny knew
every single line of the show, and prompted right up to dress rehearsal. She could have

understudied most parts. She took rehearsals, and taught songs, and then played violin in

the band. We are indebted to her leadership and unfailing faith in the students and us.
As for Annie..... well it will be notes at six as usual!!!!

Groww up Cosette
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BOYS:

Plain black trousers (not jeans)
Dark socks (not fluorescent).

Black plain shoes — no coloured decoration. @
Pale blue aertex shirt*

Navy blue PE shorts *

Reversible red/red with blue stripe rugby shirt.
Navy blue sports socks (winter).

White sports socks (summer and indoor).

PE school sweatshirt.

Navy blue jogging bottoms.

Training shoes - predominantly white

(NOT boots) indoor and outdoor.

Soccer boots.

Shin pads.

GIRLS:

Navy tailored trousers (not jeans) or Navy skirt
(Trutex back vent style)

Navy or white socks (not fluorescent), OR black
tights.

Black flat walking shoes. No slingbacks, boot or
clog type shoes — Max. heel height 4cms.

Max Sole 2cms. @

Pale blue aertex shirt *

Navy blue PE shorts *

Navy blue sports socks (winter).

White sports socks (summer and indoor).
PE school sweatshirt.

Navy blue jogging bottoms.

Training shoes - predominantly white (NOT
boots) indoor and outdoor.

Soccer or hockey boots.

Shin pads.

Girls with long hair must provide suitable hair
bands.







Attendance:
For all attendance issues please contact the attendance clerk, Mrs Millar, directly on: 01952 386801

Severn Drive, Wellington, Telford TF1 3LE Telephone: 01952 386800 Fax: 01952 386805
e-mail: school@charlton.uk.com www.charlton.uk.com
Attendance Clerk 01952 386801
Pastoral Managers: Year 7- 01952 386811, Year 8 & 9 - 01952 386809, Year 10 & 11 - 01952 386813




