THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Aims of the Department

· To equip students with literacy skills for their lives beyond school.

· To develop appreciation of an enthusiasm for a wide range of literature.

· To provide a range of contexts in which students can apply their knowledge of how language works in reading, writing and spoken word.

· To ensure that our students achieve the best possible outcomes in public examinations.

· To adapt our provision for the range of learning needs.

The Department

The English Department is successful in its delivery of both English Language and Literature, taught by an experienced and supportive team of subject specialists. The Department has nine designated classrooms, each of which is equipped with a networked PC specifically for the classroom teacher’s use, and a smart board to enhance curriculum delivery. We are lucky to have a wealth of reading resources and regular access to a well-stocked library.

Members of the Department are increasingly working with primary colleagues and have links with Further Education providers to further inform classroom practice. We work in partnership with Wolverhampton University to deliver teaching practice as part of the Graduate Teacher Programme.
The Curriculum

In year 7 the students are placed in two half years and are set according to their ability using KS2 results and internal assessment. This setting structure is followed flexibly over the next three years, with careful monitoring of progress used to inform decision-making about students’ movement between sets. KS4 students remain with the same teacher from Year 10 onwards, currently following GCSE course in English or English Language with English Literature (AQA Specification A).
Students complete Key Stage 3 in three years. A range of schemes of work are followed, covering topics such as healthy eating and gothic writing. Units of work are constantly updated and adapted to ensure that curriculum delivery is relevant and appropriate whilst APP is fully embedded across the Key Stage. Teachers enjoy having the autonomy to select contemporary fiction and drama, heritage literature and writing from different cultures, according to the needs and interests of their teaching groups.

Popular Texts
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Great Expectations Charles Dickens
Fat Boy Swim Catherine Fforde

The Time Machine HG Wells
The Other Side of Truth Beverley Naidoo
Othello William Shakespeare
Rabbit-proof Fence Doris Pilkington

Romeo & Juliet William Shakespeare
Starseeker Tim Bowler


Talking Heads Alan Bennett
His Dark Materials (Script) Philip Pullman
The Death of a Salesman Arthur Miler
Mhacbeth William Shakespeare

To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee

